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Americas 
 
Chile: Devastating wildfires ravage central region 

- Chilean authorities have been scrambling to combat a 
vicious series of wildfires, thought to be caused by unusually 
dry conditions resulting from climate change, since late 
2016. With over half a million acres of land on fire in central 
Chile and at least one town entirely destroyed by the blaze, 
the Chilean government has sought assistance from the 
international community. The economic impact and the 
lasting effects of the crisis have yet to be determined, as 
conditions are expected to worsen over the coming weeks. 
(photo from The Guardian) 

Read more:  
Foreign Policy | The Guardian 

 
Canada: Mosque shooting in Québec 

- A gunman in a Québec City mosque killed six and injured 
eight on 29 January. Canada, a country which has for many 
years prided itself on openness, might have seemed an 
unlikely target for such an act of violence; mass shootings are 
exceedingly rare in Canada compared to in the United States. 
The alleged perpetrator was a known adherent of far-right 
and anti-immigration ideologies, having voiced his support 
for populists such as Donald Trump and Marine Le Pen 
online. Many view this terrible act as a reflection of 
underlying anti-Muslim views in Canada, and in the western 
world as a whole. (photo from New York Times) 



Read more: 
New York Times | Time 

Colombia: France continues to aid peace process  
- French president François Hollande met with 

Colombian president Santos and leaders of the 
rebel faction known as FARC as the historic peace 
deal achieved in November 2016 continues to come 
to fruition. A key component of the deal is FARC’s 
gradual disarmament and reintegration into 
Colombian society after decades of brutal guerilla 
combat against state forces. Having supported 
several key UN Security Council resolutions concerning the conflict, France 
(particularly under Hollande, whose term expires in April 2017) continues to espouse 
the notion that matters of peace and security in situations like Colombia’s are of the 
entire world’s concern. (photo from BBC) 

Read more:  
BBC | Fox News 

Europe 
Turkey: Erdoğan’s ‘power bill’ 

- Turkish president Recep Tayyip Erdoğan and his 
party continue their efforts to achieve 
constitutional reform which will consolidate most 
executive power with the president, a role which 
was largely ceremonial in the past. Proponents 
argue the changes will unify and stabilize Turkey’s 
government; others fear such a dramatic shift in 
the balance of power will do anything but bring 
the country stability. To date, Erdoğan has held 
power for 13 years—the reforms will extend his term by more than ten years. (photo 
from al-Jazeera) 

Read more: 
al-Jazeera | CNN 

France: Presidential election 
- French officials may pursue a criminal 

investigation of François Fillon, center-right 
candidate for the presidency, based on reports that 
for almost a decade his wife was paid for a job in 



his office in parliament that she did not actually do. Fillon is a favorite in the race 
which concludes in late April and has promised to drop out if an investigation is 
opened. Other notable candidates include Marine Le Pen of the far-right, populist 
National Front and Emmanuel Macron of the progressive En Marche! party. Le Pen 
leads Fillon in recent opinion polls by a narrow margin. (photo from New York Times) 

Read more: 
New York Times | BBC 

Britain: Supreme Court ruling on Brexit 
- The U.K. Supreme Court ruled that in order for 

the government to proceed in invoking Article 50
—pursuant to the Brexit referendum in June 2016
—it must first obtain parliamentary approval; 
both houses will have to vote in favor of 
legislation formally authorizing the process. 
Despite this additional layer of complexity, it is 
highly unlikely that the Brexit process will be 
halted or reversed because the political will to 
resist is weak at best, even among MPs who 
supported the “Remain” campaign. Downing Street has publicly stated that the ruling 
will have no effect on the May administration’s plan to push the process forward. (photo 
from BBC) 

Read more: 
CNBC | BBC 

Middle East and North Africa 
Yemen: US forces strike al-Qaeda base 

- In the first American military raid ordered under 
President Trump, commandos attacked an al-
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) 
stronghold in the southern Yemeni province of al-
Bayda on 29 January. Pentagon reports show that 
14 AQAP members, including a senior leader, 
were killed; however, such reports did not 
mention the considerable civilian casualties—more than 30 deaths, including many 
women and children, were noted by local first responders. As a result of conflict 
between the Yemeni regime and the powerful Houthi rebel group, civilians have had to 
pay the price for over two years. The US’s continual use of drone strikes to combat 
AQAP have further added to the plight of some of the Arab World’s most impoverished 
people. (photo from BBC) 

Read more: 
BBC | al-Jazeera 



 
Syria: Battle for al-Bab continues 

- Turkey’s intervention in Syria (codenamed 
Operation Euphrates Shield), beginning in August 
2016, kicked into higher gear following a mass 
shooting in an Istanbul nightclub on 1 January. In 
collaboration with the Free Syrian Army (FSA), 
Turkish forces have focused their attention on al-
Bab, a small town close to Aleppo. The town holds 
strategic import for ISIS, which uses it as a base for 
external operations; this fact is particularly salient to 
certain European governments who believe many of ISIS’ recent terror attacks (e.g. 
Paris, Berlin, Brussels) were planned in al-Bab. However, the alliance has struggled to 
push ISIS from the area—strong fortifications and ample arms resources have 
endowed the organization with the stamina needed to hold off its enemies for the time 
being. (photo from the Guardian) 

Read more: 
The Guardian | al-Monitor 

Israel/Palestine: Paris Peace Conference 
- The controversial Paris Peace Conference came to a 

conclusion largely viewed as unsatisfactory on 15 
January. The mediating parties accomplished little 
outside of encouraging the warring parties to remain 
open to the idea of a two-state solution. This failure 
seems to further suggest that sustained peace in the 
region, particularly by way of international 
arbitration, is an unlikely prospect. (photo from al-
Jazeera) 

Read more: 
al-Jazeera | CNN 

Africa 
Gambia: New president assumes office amid tensions 

- Adama Barrow was elected president of the Gambia in 
December 2016, defeating incumbent president Yahya 
Jammeh by a relatively close margin. Days after 
initially conceding, Jammeh announced that he would 
not accept the results of the election, citing supposed 
“abnormalities” in the electoral process. The African 
Union shortly repudiated this statement, given that 
Jammeh had already publicly conceded defeat. 



Tensions ran high for several weeks, with the possibility of military conflict between 
pro- and anti-Jammeh forces. Violence did not break out prior to Jammeh’s agreeing to 
be exiled, making this election historically relevant as Gambia’s first peaceful transition 
of power in modern history. (photo from al-Jazeera) 

Read more: 
al-Jazeera | BBC 

Nigeria: Fight against Boko Haram persists 
- Despite recent government rhetoric proclaiming 

that the protracted struggle between the Islamist 
group known as Boko Haram and its forces is 
nearly over, the conflict continues to affect many 
people throughout the country’s northeastern 
provinces. More than 50 people were reportedly 
killed in a government attack which, due to a tragic 
tactical blunder, struck a dilapidated camp for civilians displaced by the conflict. This 
failure underscores the notion that the country’s military forces have chronically 
suffered from a lack of reliable intelligence and a meager emphasis on the importance 
of avoiding civilian casualties. (photo from the Guardian) 

Read more: 
The Economist | The Guardian 

Chad: Foreign minister picked to head AU 
- Moussa Faki Mahamat, former foreign affairs 

minister, was elected chairperson of the African 
Union (AU) Commission after seven rounds of 
voting in the organization’s headquarters in Addis 
Ababa. Among his top priorities are security and 
development, as well as revamping the 
organization’s ineffectual bureaucracy. Outgoing 
AU leader Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma of South 
Africa did not seek a second term, but she served several months past the end of her 
term because the body could not agree on a successor. She ended her time in office 
denouncing the US travel ban on Muslim-majority countries enacted by President 
Trump. (photo from the Guardian) 

Read more: 
The Guardian | al-Jazeera 



Asia and Pacific 

North Korea: Longevity of regime in question 
- A new report featuring the testimony of Thae 

Yong-Ho, a senior North Korean official-turned-
defector, portends trouble for Kim Jong-un and 
his repressive regime in the coming months. 
According to Thae, criticism of the government 
and its policies is not only becoming more 
common and acceptable, it is also quite 
widespread among the working class and elites 
alike. Further, due to recent developments in the country’s nuclear program, it is 
becoming increasingly necessary to put an end to the regime as a means to mitigate the 
threat it may pose to Western actors such as the US. (photo from CNN) 

Read more: 
CNN | The Guardian 

Pakistan: Suspect for Mumbai attacks detained 
- Hafiz Saeed, leader of the Pakistani religious 

charity Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD), was placed under 
house arrest by authorities in Lahore on 31 January. 
Saeed, despite recent efforts to disassociate, has 
known ties to the insurgent organization known as 
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), for which JuD is a known 
front. Through this association, Saeed is known to 
have orchestrated the 2008 attacks in Mumbai which led to the deaths of close to 200 
people. After being initially detained, Saeed claimed his arrest was a political move on 
the part of the Indian government to “sabotage the Kashmir struggle”. (photo from al-
Jazeera) 

Read more: 
BBC | al-Jazeera 

China: Coal plants cancelled 
- In accordance with plans to move toward 

renewable energy sources and in an effort to 
minimize inefficiency, China will roll back its plans 
to open more than 100 new coal-fired power plants 
across 15 provinces. This measure will help the 
second-largest country in the world to attain its 
goal of limiting its output of coal power by 2020, a 
move many regard as a step in the right direction—
the caveat, in this case, is that China still has quite a way to go in terms of pollution 
reduction. (photo from New York Times) 



Read more: 
Scientific American | New York Times 
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